DRANG   NACH    OSTEN                    145

they, as has been usual in Prussia for decades, have to
obey, yet the wide-spread news-service and the drumming
of the Propaganda Ministry, to which the Press Depart-
ment of the army is subject, cannot prevent soldiers from
expressing their thoughts on politics to their relatives.
One needs only to read a soldier's letter, such as I had
occasion to, in order to learn that the whole army is
politically undermined.

It is indeed reported from Kutna Hora in Bohemia that
a German infantry regiment stationed there received
orders to proceed Eastwards. Through a misunderstanding
the German troops thought that war had already broken
out and revolted. Order had to be restored by a contingent
of the Gestapo who made wholesale arrests.

Serious trouble also arose among the German troops
quartered at Vyskov in Moravia; seven German officers
came to a mysterious end there and their bodies were
transported to Brno secretly. Investigations proved that
these officers were murdered by their own men, and the
German troops were not thereafter allowed in the streets
after 9 p.m.

In the Weimar Republic the Government has wanted
to remove politically unreliable elements from the army,
but was late in removing those officers who had preached
its destruction. To-day the Reichswehr knows that it is
a powerful political instrument in the hands of the Govern-
ment, and behaves accordingly. The concessions that
are made to them are also due to this, for it is one of the
main foundations of the present regime. And every soldier
knows it.